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Gies' Shoe Shop

Reisterstown, Maryland

Private Access

One of the oldest half-dozen houses in Reisterstown, and one of the most

picturesque in the state, 143 MAIN STREET was built in at least three periods,
the first possibly in the late eighteenth century, the last early in the
nineteenth, The earliest part is of log construction, once the most common
form of construction, now the rarest to survivejy this example is particularly

rare because of its two storey height.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"14% MAIN STRWET is 3 picturesque two storey log end frame structure ,
facing west, closely oriented to the street, with 2 shed-roofed frame eadition
or "lsan-to! across its entire east or resr fscade, its roof being s cortinu-
ation of the main roof. The log section (the eerliemt section, the two
southerly bays) mezsures approximztely 16 by 2C feet; the top logs of its
past and west wslls extend beyond its north wall (which is 2lso of log con-
struction) to become the top well plztes of the frame northerly section, one
bay in length, measuring approximately 122 by 16 feet, The lean-to i= 2pproxi-
mately 12 feet deep. The esrliest section of this house possibly* dstes from
the lote eighteenth century. Other sections zl1 dzte fronm the esrly nine-
teenth. The two resr corners 2re visible in the :ttic of the lezn-to; the loss
at the corners sre untrimmed suggesting primitive constructin or construction
not intended to be sesn. The continuous top log (top vel1l pleste) of the north
sddition mey be expiained in at lesst two " oys: 1) the top lo- o7 the originsl
iog ho.s» :0s pefidve’ ~rnd replsced with & Zoi-sy log vhex _he “reaned ncrin
acdite- wee bduilt, ©n obvicus way to tie the =ddition to the origin:1 stru_ture;
or (2) the lcg hou=e wes but one storey originally &nc¢ it wee reised to two
storays, coatinuing with log construction, when the frezme north addition wos
built; and perhzps the lean-to was added at the szme time, nerce the untrimmed
corners in the second storey of the log structure. The réfters of the two
portions of the front structure are slightly different; above the log secttic
they are of hewn chestnut; the refters sbove the frame north addition are of
slim logs. 411 are joined at the ridge with pegsed mortise-snd-tenon. The
difference in rafters is expected in either cenjecturs, 2ssuming that in con-
sjecture (2) the originsl rsfters were reused on the reised walls. Rsfters
of the leazn-to are also of slim logs, half-lapped over the ends of the =econd
storey ceiling Jjoists. All framing wood in the entire structure appears to
be chestnut.

L stuccoed brick chimney rises through the mzin roof ridge, inside
(Iimmediately south of) the originzl log north wall. fnother wide chimney of
similar construction, rise= through the shed roof of the lezn-to, immediztely
sast of the first chimney.

First storey walls zre covered with Geru&n siding end eecond storey wills
are covered with wnod shingles. On the west or ntrest-front faczde, the first
storey is expressecd ~s four bays, probtably -~ lzte alteration. A amall display
window is centered in the smoutherly section znd door i~ to ite =outh. & 5/6
window with louvered blindes im in the northerly bays, henezth the wiadow above
snd snother door is to its south. Three equslly-spaced £/6 rindows msirx the
threes bays in the second storey. A very low door of vertical bezded bosTds
is in the northerly bay of the east or reaér facade =nd a 6/6 window and 2nother
door =re in the middie and southerly bays respectively. ost exterior fin-
ishes, details and trim date frowm the very lste rineteenth century or-early
twentieth centurye.

In the first storey, a single room is in each section of the front psrt
and the lean-to is divided zt the chimney into two rooms. ~11 well= of the
log section and the lean-tc are finished with modern plywood peneling end
fireplaces are covered. The front room of the frazme north eddition is pleinly

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
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— PREHISTORIC — ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
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X_.1700-1799 _—ART —ENGINEERING —MusSIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 XCOMMERCE X EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT *QTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION local his oYY
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"143 MAIN STREET is among the half-dozen oldest structures standing in
Reisterstown, Its log constfuction---once the most common form of construction--
is extremely rare: rarer still is its two storey log form. \/ith its reazr lean-to
&nd low storey heights, this is thermost picturesque house of Reisterstown's
gncient structures. Built in lezst three bzsic sections, 142 illustrates
perfectly and clearly the growth of a basic atructure 7= needs “emended and
s finances allowed; all additions were of traditionzl materisls, ieapccting
end beins limited by the nsture and size of the original section.”

3ince this structure can (possibly) be identified on the 1798 Tedersl
Direct Tex Records, it is an 'extremely rsre structure.”

- - -
reliie Symmary:

"one of the oldest half-cdozen houses in Reisterstown, =nd one of the most
pilcturesque in the state, 143 MAIY STREET was ouilt in st least three periods,
the first possibly in the late eighteenth century, the last early in the
nineteenth, The esrliest psrt of of log construction, once the most common
form of construction, now the rarest tozsurvive; this exszmple is particularly

rare Decsuse of its two storey height."

Detailed History:

143 MaIlX STREET, located on the east side of Msin Street (U.S. 140--
Reisterstown Fozd), is placed szlmost on the sudden curve in the road znd
across the street from the present Franklin Junior High School. For over a
hundred years the building served zs o combination shoe shop and residence.

It is part of what has been -called one 6% the  Tirst pisgnned towns,D
being the third lot of the originsl jyO-zcre Spring Jarden tract patented in
1731 by Duncan Coleman and his wife Sarah (Dunkin Coalzan in the patent), who
received it from Chsrles Calvert, fifth ILord Bzltimore. ' Zoleman held the
property for only two years; for the next thirty yesrs the property passed
through severcl hznds, ususlly i:nd specul:stors, coming in 1747 to tie Nevereand
3enecict ..cpe {pronsunced Tvoop), o luthersn minisier, Swope tlien proceed~¢ to
perti.ion the Ffirst five lots on:the esst side of the Conewzgo road, e ¢h hslf
an acre, which were adjacent to Reister's Cesire. To "swWeeten™ the szle, it is
s3id that degds were not given until houses were constructed, "Reverend Swope's
induceuent."” (Ve can only guess when the log portion of the present house was

df--or that there may nave been & cruder house bullt then that later was

talkken down 4hd the present house a peplacement,)

The next owner became Barnet Holtzinger, = blzcksmith, who, in lste 1771

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7+ Description (continueq)

finished with plaster and plain beaded architecture. The tools ang
furnishings of an early shoemaker remain in situ in the north room.
The door between the north room ang its lean-to, ang the door to the
staircase, have six partially raisegq panels, with plain stiles ang
and rails,

A straight enclosead stair rises from the lean-to, but within- the
log section, immediately east of the chimney., The log section is divided
into two rooms, the northerly having the stair and. the small hall gyub.
tracted from it; the north a&ddition is a single room. A small bathroom
is at the north eng of the lean-to, in itg attic, and the remainder of
that attic is unfinished. A1l windows in the log and frame sections
are similarly trimmeq with architrace with backband, the latter 2 cyma-
reversa-with astrigal. Doors are of beaded vertical boards, hung on cast-
iron hinges,

Interior walls and ceilings &f the second storey are plastered but
the ceiling joists #rere whitewashed, indicating their original exposure.
Attic floor boards are secured with cut nails, Occasional wrought nails
are observed in the sides of rafters, as hanging hooks,"

**This structure unfortunately cannot be identified in the 1798 Federa]
Direct Tax records, very likely since it was valueq at less than $100
at the time.ang therefore was exempt. Bower, the owner of the building
at the time of the tax, was taxed for other buildings on other Property,
but this one cannot be identified.




BA-163

Gies® g
es’ Shoe Shop Continuation Sheet 1

Relisterstown, Maryland

~2e Sigmnificamnce--comntinued.

wought 115 acres plus other acreage,6 of Spripg Gardenm and then began to
sell off pieces of this lamnd. What later became 143 Mair Street was bought
by Philip Weaver, im August 1770, accordimrg to the records more tham 2

year before the date of Holtzinger's deed.’ (One cam conjecture that
Holtzinger did mot get the fimal deed umtil he had paid 211 of the money

for his large purchase.) However, Weaver bought omnly 3/4 of an acre.

It is a8 bit comnfused here, because arother buyer, Abraham Honsvert, "late

of the county of York im the prdvince of Perna but of the city of New York"
bought '"Ome fourth acre and half a quarter acre'" adjaceat to the Medairy
property.8 Whatever happered to this property hss to be guessed. Somehow,
Daniel Bower must have accumulated it. (Homsvert may hsve had Tory lesnings;
if =0, then his property may have been coafiscated after the Revolution,
This idea wsas sadvanced by Mrs. Marks imn a phore comversatiom orn Jure 29, 1978.
In the records HYomnsvert never appears 3s having s0ld the property or having
conveyed it im any other way; he just disappesrs.) Weaver, though, bought
his 3/ acre for four poumds "curreat momey," sellimg it just three years
later to Bower for fifty pounds, imdicatimg that very likely there was a
buildimg om the lamd by that time, though mot 2m especially substantial
buildimg; with the worth of the pound beiag at about $2.56 "1a- 3803, ~+she
buildimg would have been mot much over a hundred dollars even thenm, certainly
mot a tax-worthy buildimg. At the time of the 1798 sassessment, Bower must
have had the property, with Berryman as occupant, possibly, but the buildimg
was mot described, evidemtly mot being of sufficient value.

- Though these first years of 143 Maim Street sare umclear, from 1803 on

_p—

the trail of owmership is very élear. In that year, William Berrymam fimally
bought the property,l addimg to it comtiguous acreage he accumulated through
purchases made in later years, ome of which appears to be the present 147 Main
Street. Thea, in 1818, Berryman sold the four-azcre property to Johm Tolley
Worthington, Wwho had extemsive lamdholdinmgs im the areas, for t500;11
Worthimgtom held this property for nire years, probably remting it, and

then s0ld ome half-acre of what he had bought from Berrymam to "William
Fresh,'" as he was mamed inm the deed,12 though his mame was really Frush.
Worthingtom got $400 for this one-eighth part of Berrymam's four acres, 2
sizable profit, ome could say. The next year, 1828, Frush (Fresh) added an
adjacent half acre, payimg $200 this time;r5 the house very likely was onr
the first half acre.

At.this_point the future 143 Main Street evidewntly became 2 fimancial
problem for the mext buyer, Nimrod Chapmsm and his wife, who bought the
scre property from Frush im 1835, with Frush holding the mortgage.]q Cha pma n
appsrently could not get a3 loam im time, #und the mortgage was transflerred
back to Frush oam September 21, 1835.15 However, three days later, or September
24, 1835, Chapman mamaged to redeem the property by ogfsining a mortgakge from
Richard Johns, Johmn Tolley Worthingtonm's son-in-15w.10"and then managed to
hold the property somehow for twelve years before sgain encountering 4i*fei-
culties. This time, im 1847, Frush regsimed the property, beimg appointed
permanent trustee for Chapmam, who wes declared "an insolvent debtor."¥?
The mortgage was passed on to Jolim T. Johms, Richard Johms' son and mame-
sake of his grandfather, John Tolley Worthimgtom. IL can be rezsonzbly
assumed that Chapusnm was mot ever able Lo recover fimamcirli,, rot emough
at least to reclaim this property, so that Johms, who, like his other mzle
relatives, was a buyer amd seller of land, got this appsren'ly decrepit
property off his hauds by leasimng it for $4,0.50 anmually to John Gies ($i.),
giving a 99-year lease.1811Gies opened s shoe shop there, a type of busimess
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8. Significamce--continued (2)

" that was to be located there umtil the present owners obtaimed the property
in 1966. Gies was to "thoroughly repair the dwellimg house and the build-
imgs om the 1ot hereim called the first lot, experdimg on the =aid fences
d@rd repairs at Teast the sum of three humdred dollars 811 before the expir
atiom of the second year" of the lease, It was to be kept im good repsir. 9
Gies quite evidemtly fulfilled his part of the lease, for he comtinued to
hold the lease umtil he passed it om to his som, John Gies, Jr., in 1870,
¥ith the same terms he had had,20 $40.50 a year due o April 1. Christian
Gies, the third gemeratiom of this family to hold the property, them took
over the house and lots im late 1875, after his father's death and his
mother's removal to Iancaster Cotinty, Pemmsylvania, contimuing the shoe
shop.2T Then for over thirty years Christiam Gies occupied the house snd
cornducted his busimess, being active in town affairs, as well 3= in the
&ffairs of the mearby Iutheranm Church.

However, on Christian Gies' death, the property pessed to other hands,
His som, lewis Gies, as Trustee, sold the acre property to Walter B. Goodwin,
after Circuit Court proceedings agaimst a Catherime E. Grogg, et.ad.,
possibly tuyers who had backed out of a sale or maybe temznts who had to be
removed from the house. (Durimg this period what the house wss used for can-
mot be kmowrm ¥ith amy sccuracy.) Goodwim bought the property for $1600 at
private sale,“zion August 10,1908, and held the property for omly & few years.,
Joseph and Msry Trumda and Hemry and Mary Stehlik (possiblg a brother of
Mrs. Trumds) them bought the property for & quoted $5.00.23 At this point
the property wss still am acre in size, two regular half-acre lots, but a
year later, im Jume 1913, the property was divided, with both owmers mysteri-
ously gettimg half of the property, each 11/16th of an acre. The Trumdass
got the 11/16 part with the house. In dividing the property, the Trundas
aad the Stehliks used Framk J. Pintmer as the "straw buyer,"24 again for
that $5.00 "and other good sud valusble comsideratioms.” Pintmer then 8a8ld"
the split property back to the Trundss,25 and also to the Stehliks. Then, "
until his death im Jamuary 1966, Joseph Trumds occupied 143 Maiw Street,
continuing this location as a shoe shop, & business that was comducted
there for more tham a hundred years, though possibly not comtimuously, as
mentiomed esrlier. The property and the house, which had been keplL in
reasoméble repair, was imherited by Trumda's som Alois (Louis) Trulda,26
siace Mary Trumda had predeceased her husband. The preseat owmers, 2 y
law amd realty firm, Steuart, Emsor amnd Smith bought the property lster
that ycar27 and have simce had 3 moderm brick office building erected at
the rear of the older building, retaimimg it amnd its shoe shop for its
picturesquemess and its roots im Reisterstown history.

Footmotes:
1James Thomas Wollom, Jr., A.,I.A, Architect's Report, 2 December 1977,
2Ibid.

5Lill.ian Bayly Marks. Reister's Desire: The Origin of Rgisterstown,
Maryland, foumded 1758, with a C.meslogical History of the Reister Family
and oxetches of ~Allied Families. (Baltimore, Maryland: Garsmomd/Pridemark

Preos®, The., 19785), p. 55

QIbid., Pe 320

SIbid.’ Pe 35'

6p1 No. D, Folio 155-60. Hall of Records, Ammapolis, Maryland.
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Footnotes~~continued.
LQ0LtHOtes-
H

E X3
7 s
8AL No. B, folio 446-9, Hall of Records), Annapolis, Marylangd.
AL No. C, folio 284-87, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland

.9Federa1 Direct Assessment of 1798, Soldier's Delight Hundred,
férticular Iist of Martin Merryman. Hall of Records, fnnapolis, Varyland.

1?AL No. 80, folio 33G-42.Hall of Records, Annapolis, ‘aryland.
“We 144, folio 549-50. Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
12WG 195, folis Bi-52. Hein of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
13WG 196, folio 67-68. Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
14'I‘K 253, folie 171. Hall of ﬁecords, Annapolis, Marylsnd.

15'I‘K 233, felie IVIST%. \HGL of Records, Annapolis, Mezryland.
16TK 253, folio 173-74. Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
7awe 389, folio 423-24. Hall of Records, Ammapolis, Marylsnd.

1BHMF 5, folio 343. land Records. Baltimore County Courthouse,
Towson, Maryland.

91Ibid.

2OEHA 6%; felie 31+, laan Records. Baltimore County Courthouse,
Towson, Maryland.

21JB 95, folio 189+, Lang Records. Baltimore County Courthouse,

~—Towson, Maryland.

22WPC J3%, foldo 21, Tahd Records. Baltimore County Courthouse,
Towson, Maryland.

23WPC 403, folio 127-29., land Records. Baltimore County Courthouse,
Towson, Marylsnd.

24WPC 411, folio 563-64, Iand Records. Baltimore County Courthouse,
Towson, Maryland.

25WPC 411, folio 565-67. land Records., Baltimore County Courthouse,
Towson, Maryland.

26MTH 8%y “foliey 378-7%, Register of Wills, Baltimore County Court-
house, Towson, Maryland.

27CTG 4690, folio 149+. Land Records. Baltimore County Courthouse,
Towson, Marylangd.

**Not footnoted was the information of Bower's obtaining Weaver's section of
the property in 1773, Weaver had bought it for four pounds and sold it for
50 pounds, indicating that very likely a building was erected during that
reriod, with the drastic rise in value of the property. This can be found
in Liber AI No. H, folio S5Bl=25, Hall &r Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
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.0+ Gepgraphical Data:

Verbal Boundary Description--continued.

East 20 perches to the outline of the whole tract as conveyed by Walter B,
Goodwin and wife to the said Joseph Trumda and others above referred to,
thence on said outlime South 11 degrees Vest 89,32 feet to @ store a2t the
~acond line of the tract of land comveyed by 2nd described in & Deed from
lehemiah Perryman(gic)and Jeffersom D. Fisher dated August 26, 1893 and
recorded among the Iand Records of Baltimore County in ILiber L.M.B. No. 198
folio 536 said point being also at the end of the second lime of the first
tract of land corveyed by amnd described in 2 Deed from Ophelia L. Gies,
et.al., Administrators to Chiistiam Gies dated December 14, 1875 and recorded
among the Iand Records of Baltimore Coumty in Tiber J. P. N. No..95 folio 189
and rumnring thence with the outlimes of =aid tract South 83 degrees West 18
perches to & stome at the side, thence South, 83 degrees West 2 perches to
the edge of the Baltimore Reisterstown Turmpike Road the place of the
beginning., Containing im all 11/16 of an acre."
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